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WHAT IS THE ANNUAL REPORT?

PADDLE QUEENSLAND INCORPORATED PRESENTS THIS REPORT TO ITS MEMBERS AND EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS
FOR THE PURPOSE OF REPORTING OPERATIONAL AND FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE FOR THE YEAR 2019-2019.
This Annual Report provides a comprehensive overview of the services delivered by Paddle Queensland Incorporated
(PQ), the state sporting association to PQ affiliated clubs, members, stakeholders and the broader community. The
information contained in this report is taken from a variety of sources and from information gathered through our
internal governance structure, including the Board, Sub-Committees, Technical Committees and staff.
The report is designed to provide the stakeholders and the general public with concise information about our
objectives, strategies and performance during the past year in line with our Strategic Plan for 2019-2020.
This report also reflects our performance across the technical committees and demonstrates our continued
commitment to responding to the needs of affiliated clubs and the Queensland paddlesports community.
Clubs are living in an environment of continual and rapid change and are demanding better and more integrated
services from Paddle Queensland. One of the challenges for the Association is to seek new and innovative ways to
respond to the different demands created by that change, by listening to what people want, and improve services to
meet an increasing range of community needs. This can only be achieved if all parties are working collaboratively for
the common goal. Communication needs to be a two way street within a positive environment.
Clubs have been invited to include a submission of their respective annual report outlining activities, events and
highlights from the year 2018-19 for others to review in years to come.
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HISTORY OF PADDLE QUEENSLAND
PADDLE QUEENSLAND INCORPORATED (PQ) BEGAN AS A RESULT OF MANY PADDLERS WISHING TO REPRESENT
THEIR OWN STATE IN COMPETITIONS. IT GREW FROM AN ACTIVE, LARGELY RECREATIONAL BASE WITH THE
‘QUEENSLAND CANOE CLUB’ THAT EXISTED IN THE 1930’S, 40’S AND 50’S RECEIVING INCORPORATION IN 1962 AS
THE QUEENSLAND AMATEUR CANOE FEDERATION.
This was updated in March 1984 under the Incorporations Act of 1981 to Queensland Canoeing Federation
Incorporated and then to the name of Queensland Canoeing Incorporated in 1994. At the last AGM, in 2018, the
name was updated to Paddle Queensland Incorporated to better represent the wide array of paddle sports on offer
through PQ and to align with Paddle Australia and the other SSOs.
Club and membership numbers fluctuate annually, but historically the average age of paddlers is between the 25 to
44 age group and the highest percentage of members falling into the 45 to 64 age bracket. The percentage of the 0
to 14 aged members in Paddlesports is low when compared to the general population of Queensland. PQ Continues
to develop its strategies, policies and operations to focus on growing Paddlesports throughout Queensland in
partnership with its clubs and members.
PQ operates with the major financial assistance of the Queensland Department of Housing and Public Works. We
also acknowledge the income from club membership, our recreational and educational programs and successful
grant applications. In 2012, Queensland Canoeing celebrated its 50th birthday with a black-tie dinner in conjunction
with the annual awards.
In 2019, Paddle Queensland turns 57!

Life Members
1981
1981
1981
1997
1998
1998
1999
2000
2001
2001
2004
2004
2006
2009
2011
2017
2017

Sally Anne Gardner
Julie Robertson
Gary Gardner OAM (dec)
Keith Bromham
Bernie Dobe
Gary Innes
Digby Huffam
Lenore Solomon
Keith Hemmings
Craig Humbley
Myra Holm
Ian Muir
Josephine Holman
Jeremy Dunn
John Newton (dec)
Ross Cook
Chris Hurley

Indooroopilly CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Logan CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Indooroopilly CC- Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Maryborough CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Tinaroo CC – Service to education and canoeing in general.
Wynnum Redlands CC – Service to education and canoeing in general
Wynnum Redlands CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Ipswich District CC – Service to the sport of canoe polo in Qld
Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Frogs Hollow CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Nerang CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Indooroopilly CC – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Currumbin Creek Canoe Club – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Fitzroy Canoe Club – Service to the sport of canoeing in Qld
Currumbin Creek Canoe Club – Service to the Sport of canoeing in Qld
Service to the Sport of canoeing in Qld
Varsity Lakes Paddlers Club – Service to the Sport of canoeing in Qld
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ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

PADDLE QUEENSLAND
Incorporated

PQ BOARD
Paddle Australia

Peter Cooke (President)
Lucy Snelling (Treasurer)
Julian Norton-Smith (Interested Director)
Henry Friend (Interested Director)
Terry McClelland (Interested Director)
Steve Belcher (Interested Director)
Rhonda McSweeney (Independent Director)

PQ SUB-COMMITTEES
Audit & Risk

Paddle QLD CLUBS
27 Affiliated Clubs

PQ
TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

Canoe Polo
Technical Committee

Canoe Marathon
Technical Committee

Canoe Sprint
Technical Committee
PQ OFFICE
Executive Officer
(Vacant)

Recreation/Education &
Finance Officer
Steve Rowland
(Full Time)

Memberships & Fundraising
Officer
James Billing
(Casual)

Ocean Racing
Working Group

Events and Comms Officer
Jeremy Petsch
(Casual)

Instructors
(Casual)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
On behalf of the Board of Paddle Qld I am pleased to present my report for 2018/2019. After 6 years on the Board
and nearly 2 years as President, I’ve taken some time to reflect. A lot has changed in 6 years, not to mention the 4
EO’s, the 3 offices, staff changes and a new strategic plan and constitution. We also changed from Queensland
Canoeing to Paddle Qld. We have seen a growth in both the number of Clubs affiliated and in our total memberships.
During these times, the organisation has continued towards our goals of “more people paddling, more of the time”,
whilst dealing with budgetary restraints on our operations.
With the help of Paddle Australia and a Board focused on financials we have remained solvent and been able to
continue to deliver services. We have consolidated the Pacific Coast Paddle Series (PCPS) into a successful series of
races that provide both a social and competitive outlet for our members, an income stream for host Clubs and a
unifier for the different disciplines. The introduction of the Ocean Racing Series (MQORS) saw the integration of
existing races under one series and aligns us as a paddle sport provider for this rapidly growing paddle discipline.
We held a successful series of events throughout the year including the State Sprints, the School Sprints and Paddle
fest. I also attended the State Sports Awards and accepted the trophy for Athlete with a disability on behalf of Curtis
McGrath.
I was also involved in the River Access initiative of the Brisbane City Council. This involved a series of 5 multipurpose
pontoons on the Brisbane River. Whilst there are some logistical hurdles for the venues, we welcome the Council
developing infrastructure for paddling and are excited for upcoming projects, especially on near Riverhills which is
designed specifically for paddling use.
I am hopeful the new Queensland Government’s strategy “Activate Queensland” will provide some much-needed
infrastructure for our sport. I would like to see more ‘Varsity Sports House’ style developments rolled out across the
state that will both increase the number of Clubs and get more people paddling more of the time. I am awaiting an
appointment to talk to the team and discuss this and how we take advantage of the 2032 Olympic bid.
The Board has undertaken a review of PQ operations and hired an independent consultant to have a fresh look at
what we do. We have the report and are working on the recommendations. These will be implemented by the Board
of the next year during which we will also be involved with Paddle Australia on United Paddle Management. This is
an initiative from Sport Australia to increase the capacity and capability of State sporting organisations to deliver
services. It involves some services to be centralised Federally, such as finance and memberships, to reduce
administrative over heads and allow the State bodies to concentrate on local development. Go Membership, the
new digital membership platform, will be rolled out later in the year. This will allow for rolling memberships
Sadly, this year saw the resignation of our EO Fiona Coppin due to health reasons. We thank Fiona for her service
and dedication. We were unable to appoint a new EO due to the constraints of the Rowing Qld office share
arrangements and with the move to the Sleeman Sports Complex finalised, we are now able to act. The new office
connects us to great facilities and gear storage. I want to thank the PQ staff of Steve, James and Jeremy for their
efforts this year, they are the foundation for our organisation. We also started the year with 4 new Board members; I
have to acknowledge the contribution of the Board and Steve, Julian, Henry and Rhonda as our newer members.
Lucy and I are finishing our terms at the AGM so let me encourage our members to consider nominating and giving
back to Paddlesports in Queensland.
I have tried to take a friendly, consultative approach during my term as President. Always speaking up for PQ
paddlers and growing the sport by supporting our athletes, coaches, volunteers and Clubs. In closing, I thank my wife
and therapist for their support. It has been a wild ride.
Peter Cooke
President
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OPERATIONS & MANAGEMENT REPORT
Paddle Queensland continues to evolve and develop as we meet the changing needs of our sporting community. At
last year’s AGM, we officially begun the rebranding process to Paddle Queensland. This year has seen a number of
operational challenges and changes for the organisation.
We began after last year’s AGM with a new Executive Officer, Fiona Coppin. Fiona’s guidance over the first half of
2019 has been much appreciated, and during her tenure, Fiona increased memberships, received 3 TV appearances,
increased social media presence and began the implementation of the Paddle Australia digital platform. Fiona
oversaw the move from our previous office location with Hockey QLD to a new shared office at Rowing Queensland
in West End. The move opened a number of shared opportunities for resourcing and watersports development. This
included common advocacy issues and shared event delivery. Fiona also developed our programs, staff and looked
after implementing the Board’s strategic direction. Early in 2019, Fiona’s significant energy in PQ resulted in some
health concerns which saw her tender her resignation. The Board thanks Fiona for her work and dedication, albeit
short, to the growth of the organisation and paddling in Queensland.
Following Fiona’s leave, the Board stepped in to provide operational management to PQ. With our resources
stretched thin, we engaged with an external operational and strategic review to better understand the needs of our
organisation. Through the review, we found the need to better engage with our clubs and stakeholders and to
develop new revenue streams through grants and fundraising initiatives. As such, the Board reviewed our staffing
roles and began to put the review’s findings into practise with a new portfolio managed by James Billing as the
Memberships and Fundraising Officer. James’ role was then focused onto working with clubs to better fulfil their
needs and to develop new revenue streams. With a better understanding of how to move the organisation forwards,
the Board has worked collaboratively with the staff over the past few months to develop our operational capabilities
and focus on the work identified within the review.
After completing our review, PQ and Rowing Queensland also identified different requirements in our office spaces,
resulting in PQ moving offices again to Sleeman Sports Complex. The new office gives us a space to ourselves, better
storage of our paddlecraft and trailers and new opportunities to develop in a sporting hub.
PQ Board
The Board has continued to focus on the priority areas of governance and strategy. We are committed to
establishing a strong, vibrant and active organisation that supports and collaborates with our committees, clubs,
members, stakeholders and partners. A major focus has been the development of new revenue streams to ensure
Paddle Queensland remains sustainable in the long term. Further to this has been the commitment from the Board
to open and clear lines of communication, leading to the establishment of a Board Update newsletter to provide
detailed operational and/or strategic updates to club presidents from the Board.
PQ Staff
This year has seen staff reorganisation with the arrival of James Billing and Jeremy Pesch as the Membership and
Fundraising Officer and Events & Communications Officer respectively. PQ welcomes their dedication and assistance
since joining the organisation. A special thank you must go to Steve Rowland, who this year also took on the Finance
Officer role and provided support and assistance to our new staff. Without the tireless effort of the staff, Paddle
Queensland would be unable to continue to provide our services.
Stakeholders and Partners
We would firstly like to thank and acknowledged the State Government for their ongoing commitment to funding
sport and active recreation opportunities in Queensland. Their continuing financial support enables Paddle
Queensland to continue to promote, engage and develop paddling across the state.
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PQ continues to proactively engage and advocate with government, Maritime Safety Qld, local councils and service
providers to promote and champion active recreation, improve facilities and access to waterways, focus on water
safety, and deliver education, recreation and events locally.
PQ enjoys strong partnerships with Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation (QORF) and the Queensland Sports
Federation (QSport) who represent our best interests in the respective interests of active recreation and sport within
Queensland.
National Partners
Paddle Queensland works with Paddle Australia and the other state paddling organisations for a coordinated and
efficient management of paddlesports nationally. Paddle Australia has provided some significant assistance through
their digital platform and new membership system, GoMembership, which will launch shortly to clubs and PQ.
Throughout the year PQ has also been in discussions with PA around the national push for OneManagement in
sports. Paddle Australia is continuing discussions around United Paddle Management, and PQ will continue to
update clubs with further information in the coming year as UPM is adopted and developed.

We thank our clubs and stakeholders for their ongoing support and commitment to paddlesports within Queensland
and the broader public discourse.
The Paddle Queensland Board
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OUR TECHNICAL COMMITTEES
Thanks to our Technical Committees and Representatives who contribute so unselfishly to conduct events, activities
and opportunities to develop, improve and promote their respective discipline. Our committees and volunteers are
a huge part of what makes Paddle Queensland and their continuing support, enthusiasm and friendship is greatly
appreciated!
CANOE SPRINT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
-

Cath Parker
Alicen Warriner

CANOE MARATHON TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
-

Chris Hurley
Ian Frost
Julie Frost
Peter Winton
Tony Brown
Donna Wilson
Annie Bryce

-

Alice Croft
Chris Steel
Don Steel
Guy Stephens
Rob Atkinson
Suzanne Kitto

-

Julian Norton-Smith

CANOE POLO TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

OCEAN RACING WORKING GROUP
Discipline Rep
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CANOE MARATHON – ANNUAL REPORT
This year has been yet another busy one. We started the year with our Annual running of The John Newton Team
Boat Challenge. This event was held on July 1st and again was run on Currumbin creek. This year our numbers
increased from the previous year, also the AIS women’s squad were in attendance and we thank them for their help
on the day. Currumbin Creek Paddlers Club won the overall Club Trophy with the most points on the day. Sunny
Coast Paddlers Club came away with the Club Handicap Trophy. The feedback from all paddlers will ensure this event
will get bigger every year.
The Pacific Coast Paddle Series still had 5 races to go in 2018 and was
proving to be very popular amongst QLD paddlers. Our numbers had
at least doubled the old NMS series proving that the divisional system
was the way to go. After the Last race at Currumbin which had 200
entrants Brisbane Paddlers took away the series win with Sandgate
Paddlers coming in a close second.
In August, we again hosted the State School Marathon
Championships. We took this event to the top end of the Brisbane
river at Karana Downs. We had about 80 kids from south east
Queensland and northern NSW schools competing. The day went well
and the feedback from paddlers, parents and Schools was positive. So
hopefully this year will also be successful.
In February, we held our first Flatwater camp for the year, again Denise Cooper gave up her time and hosted this
camp for us. We had about 50 paddlers with juniors making up the majority of the paddlers there on the day. We
covered Technical aspect of paddling as well as race tactics and strategies in both marathon and Sprint disciplines.
We now come to 2019 and our first event of the year held at the end of March. The event was our State Marathon
Titles and Paddlefest. Again, it was held at Winders Park over 2 days. First day was kayak Singles and SUPS in the
Morning with an Ocean Ski Race held in the afternoon. Second day was Ocean ski racing on Flatwater and Double
Kayaks. Although our numbers were down a little from the previous year the concept of all these disciplines coming
together was a success.
April was an exciting month as this was the start of the 2019
Pacific Coast Paddle Series. First race was at Varsity and we had
over 150 paddlers which meant that this series was going to be
as successful as 2018 by end of June we have done 4 races of a
10-race series. In those first 4 races, we also welcomed Sunny
coast paddlers club who held no 2 of the series and Centenery
Canoe Club who hosted no 4 race in the series. We hope that by
the end of this year we can be confident that this series can only
get bigger.
In May, the Marathon Committee in conjunction with CV
Paddlers held their first come and try day. This day was directed
at Surf Paddlers and Nippers who want to learn to paddle.
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The day was very successful with over 40 kids turning up
the try a kayak. Ken Wallace also became involved and
helped out on the day by talking to the kids about
paddling and where they could eventually end up going
with it. The good news is that a lot of these kids have
stayed on to learn to paddle and some of them have even
participated in our marathon series. We believe that to
grow this sport we must start with junior programs and
build our numbers up from there.
Also in May, the National Marathon Championships were
held in Perth. A few Queenslanders ventured across
ending up with some good results. Hopefully with the
Nationals being held in Victoria we should be able to get a large team from QLD to attend.
In Conclusion, it’s been a busy year for our Committee and looking at what we want to accomplish next year it will
be the same.

Chris Hurley
Canoe Marathon Committee
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CANOE POLO – ANNUAL REPORT

Queensland Canoe Polo currently has four canoe clubs involved with Canoe Polo.

•
•
•
•

Brothers Canoe Club
Springfield Centenary Canoe Club
University of Qld Canoe Club (St Lucia)
Broken Paddle Canoe Club

2018 Queensland State Championship
The 2018 Queensland Canoe Polo Championship was held at Springfield Lakes on 14th of October 2018.
Congratulations to Brothers Canoe Club, the 2018 State Champions.
2019 Australian and Oceania Championships
In April 2019, the Australian Canoe Polo Championship and the Oceania Championship were held at Penrith White
Water Stadium, NSW. Queensland fielded 6 teams for the National event, across Open Men, Open Women, U21
Men and Junior (U18) divisions. Every team performed exceptionally well against very strong competition, which
also included invited teams from New Zealand. The U21 Men and the Junior A team were awarded National
Champions with Queensland’s Canoe Polo team taking home the State Trophy for the best performing state team at
the Championships. This year Queensland was very proud to field a team of U18 women – an exciting progression
from the junior program at Brothers Canoe Club and very encouraging for the development of Women’s Canoe Polo.
The 2019 Oceania Canoe Polo Championship played out just 3 days after the National Championship with teams
from Australia and New Zealand competing across 6 divisions. 14 Queenslanders were selected to represent
Australia in teams from U18 through to Masters. Highly ranked New Zealand teams swept to victory in all but one
division (Veterans), however the Open Mens final between the two countries was tightly fought with New Zealand
just ahead with a 3-2 win, finishing a week of exceptional competition.
World Canoe Polo Championships, August 2018
Special mention must go to Anna Thompson and Alana Pacholke who represented Australia at the World Canoe Polo
Championships in Italy, in August 2018. Congratulations on your selection and contribution to the Australian
Women’s Canoe Polo Team.
Development Camp 2018
The annual Canoe Polo development camp held on 6 & 7 October was the most successful to date with almost 40
paddlers taking to the water at Springfield Lakes. We were fortunate to have current and former International
players coaching groups from beginner to advanced level.
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OCEAN RACING – ANNUAL REPORT
The past 12 months has seen a number of social paddlers move to ocean / surf ski paddling in Queensland. This
discipline has delivered the greatest number of increases not only here in Queensland but around Australia. With
this type of craft covering all levels of paddler, the sit-on-top design makes it easier to get in and out of the ski as
well as emptying excess water, the craft also gives paddler the best of both flat and open water paddling.
MORGANS QUEENSLAND OCEAN RACING SERIES (QORS)
By far the biggest change to the sport was in 2019 with the Paddle Qld Board commissioning a new ocean racing
series. A joint venture between Paddle Qld (the state’s governing body for paddling) and Paddle 2 Fitness (an
established coaching and event management business) was formed. The 2019 series found a major sponsor in
Morgans Financial Services and seven (7) events from the Gold and Sunshine Coast, Hervey Bay and as far north as
Townsville were all added to this first series. The series will run from 15th June to 9th November 2019 and has
already attracted both local, national and international competitors across a number of ocean racing disciplines
including ocean skis, surf skis, stand up and prone paddle boards as well as outrigger canoes. With the competitors
racing in some of Queensland’s most iconic locations.
The series has been created to increase participation across all events in the ocean racing series by packaging an
individual event into a major series (QORS). A series points scoring system will see competitors work towards overall
category rankings to determine a series winner amongst age group disciplines, in addition to an overall male and
female series winner.
This is Queensland’s first statewide paddling series with more events looking to join the 2020 series.
2019 AUSTRALIAN OCEAN RACING TEAM
The 2018 Australian Ocean Racing Series was also the 2019 Australian Ocean Racing Team selection which is
overseen by Paddle Australia. The 2019 World Championships will be held in France in September.
The selection process was the accumulated point score from several events in the series. Paddle Queensland are
proud to announce that five of its club members were successful in making this team:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sally Trestrail - Brisbane Paddling Club
Kylie Hurst - Brisbane Paddling Club
Alex Lloyd - Brisbane Paddling Club
Ben Lloyd - Brisbane Paddling Club
David Knight - Brisbane Paddling Club
Dan Sloss - Gold Coast Canoe Club

In addition to this, we have several other paddlers who are either training / living in Queensland who also are in the
national team (apologies if we missed anyone members below are embers of PQ clubs):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cory Hill
Tom Norton
Mackenzie Hynard
Georgia Laird
Jackson Collins
Nathan Meyer
Brad Hagan
Clint Robinson
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BUILDING A COMMUNITY
Over the past 6 months and with the introduction of the Morgans QORS, the ocean / surf ski paddlers and event
organisers have started to build a strong paddling community spirit.
All events in the series are working together to help build each other’s event and the paddlers are thankful that a
series has been created, especially with Queensland not being included in the Australian Ocean Racing Series for
2019.
Paddle Qld clubs are starting to link together with monthly time trials as well as attending other series events like the
Pacific Coast Series. An open-door policy which includes all paddling craft will see all these events grow into the
future.
Only by working together can our sport grow and we are thankful for all the hard work that past and current
paddlers have done to achieve this.
Finally, I would like to thank Paddle Qld staff, committee members and clubs for another amazing year. Ocean Racing
is looking forward to more of its community joining statewide clubs and competing in the growing number of
statewide events in 2020.

Julian Norton-Smith
Ocean Racing Representative
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EVENTS & COMMUNICATIONS
Events
This year saw PQ sanction and run numerous events for our disciplines. We began by improving the sanctioning
process, including moving to a Trello-hosted sanctioning process. Our need to complete a smoother sanctioning
process was due to a need to streamline the process and provide clearer steps.
Paddle Queensland hosted PaddleFest at the beginning of the 2019 year, and this was a great event for the
promotion of paddling in SEQ. Significant planning went into the event and we are very happy with the results and
the development of paddling within the region.
2019 also saw the development of the Morgan’s Queensland Ocean Racing Series, which has proved very successful
and enjoyable for competitors. We thank Julian for his guidance on the MQORS planning and execution.
We are also moving toward having more interdisciplinary events which combine our great paddle sports. The
upcoming Flatwater School’s Championships will be one example of this trend, which we believe can help promote
each sport and give light to different disciplines.

Paddle Queensland Branding
This year has also seen the change to Paddle Queensland from Queensland Canoeing. During the year we
continued to review our documents and information to bring PQ branding consistency and ensure we are moving
towards a unified ‘PQ’ brand.

Marketing and External Communications
This year we have continued to focus on improving our social media presence through our Facebook page.
Throughout the year we also focused on updating the website to reflect the Paddle Queensland branding changes.
Further to this, we have moved to 3 e-newsletters per month, consisting of general news, events and
recreation/education information. We encourage clubs to share stories, events and activities through social media
and send articles of interest for inclusion in our monthly e-newsletter.
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EDUCATION & RECREATION
EDUCATION COURSES
Courses have not just been restricted to flat water and Brisbane we have also travelled to regional
areas; including Dalton and North Keppel Island.
Although there has only been one less course run this year, the participant rate has dropped, plus
half the courses have been one day assessments rather than two or more-day training courses, and
not as many outside Brisbane requiring additional travel, hence the drop-in income from courses.

Courses and Attendees
2018 - 2019

2017 - 2018

2016 - 2017

Education
Courses

Course

Pax

Course

Pax

Course

Pax

Lifeguard

3

13

3

14

7

40

Guide/Instructor Training

1

5

6

32

5

25

Guide/Instructor Assessment

6

17

3

17

3

12

Coaching

1

6

0

0

1

6

Skills

1

16

1

3

0

0

Total

12

57

13

66

16

83

Pax per course

4.8

5.1

5.2

2018 - 2019

2017 - 2018

2016 - 2017

$18,2208

$27,253

$32,551

Income from Courses
Education Income
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RECREATION AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Recreation and community run programs are an integral part of Paddle Queensland and link directly
to our main funding from the State Government Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing,
and our Strategic Plan by providing opportunities for the community to experience paddling.
We have continued to run a variety our programs across multiple target groups for Local
Government, including Brisbane City Council, Morton Bay Regional Council, Logan City Council, Gold
Coast Council as part of Seniors Week.
Unfortunately, the funding received by Redlands Council to run programs in 2017-2018, which
included Commonwealth Games Funding was not available this year.

Brisbane City Council

Target Groups

Active Parks

Singles, couples and families with kids aged over 10 years

Chill-Out

Kids aged 10 to 17 years during school holidays

Gold

Over fifties age group

Gold’n’Kids

Seniors and children / grand-kids over 10 years

Morton Bay Regional Council

Target Groups

Adventure

Singles, couples and families with kids aged over 12 years

Adventure 50+

Over fifties age group

Active Holidays

Kids aged 12 to 17 years during school holidays

We are working closely with our clubs to link the delivery of council recreation programs with clubs.
This has been achieved through launching of council programs from local clubs, linking recreation
program participants into club programs and memberships, and engaging club volunteers to assist in
delivering programs and sharing their knowledge and experience of local waterways!
We continue to work with Boondall Wetlands and Osprey House Environment Centres.
Unfortunately, we have lost the last of the schools we have worked with over the years due to
changes in curriculum and lack of school funding. Likewise, the outdoor education centres we have
worked with have trained pool of local guides, so we now only provide contract instructors when
they are short staffed.
The biggest problem this year has been a lack of an Executive Officer and or training up a new EO,
resulting in office staff only havening minimal time to spend doing their respective jobs
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2018 - 2019

Recreation and
Community Programs

2017 - 2018

2016 - 2017

Program

Pax

Program

Pax

Program

Pax

Chill-Out

14

201

7

103

14

198

Gold

16

221

20

290

17

238

Gold 'N' Kids

3

35

3

33

6

78

Active Parks

12

171

14

206

13

176

Adventure

5

116

12

265

11

289

Shaft

4

90

5

137

5

140

Older and Bolder

5

84

6

151

4

112

Krank

0

0

6

64

8

80

Live Well

0

0

0

0

5

83

Other

1

56

2

120

1

56

Gold Coast Council

5

52

1

14

1

12

Redlands City Council

0

0

9

160

0

0

Councils (Other)

8

116

9

223

9

128

73

1142

94

1766

94

1590

General Recreation & School Groups

1

7

10

529

10

1568

Sport & Recreations (Camps)

3

150

20

840

47

1960

TOTAL

77

1299

124

3135

151

5118

Brisbane City Council

Morton Bay Regional Council

Logan City Council

sub-total council programs

A big thank you to all our hardworking instructors, assessors and coaches that have helped in the
delivery of all the programs and awards throughout the year. Without their dedication, our
programs would be unable to run so successfully.

Steven Rowland
Education and Recreation Officer
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QUEENSLAND AFFILIATED CLUB – REPORTS
BALLINA OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB
The formula for BOCC seems to be working very well for us. The club has continued to be harmonious with all
members enjoying their paddling experience and another growth spurt is imminent. BOCC is not a racing club. It is
based on fun, fitness and safety. That said, it participated in three Pacific Coast events which were great fun for the
paddlers.
There were four new members gained in 2018-19 but the club was not seeking new members until it purchased a
new OC6. Current membership is 17. Obtaining a grant in late 2018, the club ordered a new OC6 from Outrigger
Connections in Emerald and should pick up the canoe before the end of July. A membership drive will then be
commenced in spring.
The club has had very successful paddles with whale watching, wave surfing and has spent considerable time training
new steerers.
The median age in the club is 64. This allows it to target grants aimed at keeping older people fit.

This whale swam over to the canoe, circled it and then dived.

Catching a small wave in the river
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BRISBANE CANOEING
The 18-19 year has been one of growth. Our membership base has grown
financial members with additional social members, including Life and
members.

to 52
founding

The Intro to Kayaking program has again proved successful being a vital
avenue of
funding for the club. Whilst the conversion to membership is variable
Brisbane
Canoeing is seeing membership growth and is contributing to water safety education within the local community.
Maintaining the history and reputation as a teaching club.
This year the club has been represented by no fewer than 8 members at State Championships, 3 at National
Championships and 2 being selected to Australian teams. This year’s National Championships were held in Perth
which has resulted in lower representation. The club continues to have a core base of members attending the Pacific
Coast Paddle Series but could grow this number to include more of the recreational paddlers to paddle in the lower
divisions.
The annual Brisbane River Marathon race attracted record numbers of competitors in 2018 and is looking to
replicate this for 2019.
The committee continues to seek a permanent club facility and has met with council representatives in relation to
lease and building opportunities. Information from Paddle Australia indicates that in the near future any clubs with
juniors will be required to have not only Blue cards for all adult members but change facilities for all members, in
particular, junior members. Changes that have occurred in the United Kingdom are expected to become enforced in
Australia within the next couple of years.
In June 2019, Paddle QLD board was successful in seeking funding from Paddle Australia for funding for a Brisbane
based Pathways program for junior paddlers 14-18 years. This is a 6-month trial commencing July 2019 and will
operate from Brisbane Canoeing site. This program is vital for development of junior paddlers and will potentially
provide membership benefits for Brisbane Canoeing and other local clubs.
The introduction of this program provides another opportunity for the establishment of club facilities on the current
site. The committee will continue to seek approval for this.
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BROTHERS CANOE CLUB
During 2018 to 2019 the club has continued to grow and provide opportunities for canoeing to a wider group of
participants. A number of achievements and challenges are detailed in this report
Members
Last year we reported having 35 members, with 28 active members. At the end of May this year are numbers are
Active payers participating in training and
competitions
New players trying out canoe polo
Volunteers
Total club members
Payers registered with PA/PQ

50
5 (included in number above)
2
52
46

Our participation rate is gratifyingly high, as is success in keeping our players appropriately registered. We are not
actively seeking new members at the moment, but we are still fielding regular enquiries from potential players
Programs
The club carry out canoe polo programs at ATC, open to all boys from grade 4 to grade 10. The club has also carried
out a 6-week program at Brigidine for girls in grade 7 to 9 during 2018 and continuing in 2019. The Brigidine program
has been most successful and has resulted in a great increase in the number of girls at the club.
Competitions
The Brothers club has been represented at all local competitions over the past year. We have also sent teams and
players to the national summer series competitions. Brothers won the Senior and Junior levels of the summer
competition.
We were extremely well represented at the Australian Championships, supplying most of the players for the men’s
open, U/21, and junior Queensland teams. The club was represented by 6 players in the U/18 women’s team, this
being the first U/18 women’s team sent by the state in at least twenty years. We also had a number of members in
the Open Women’s team. In summary, Brother Club provided 22 of the 28 players who represented the Queensland
at the Australian Championships.
Brothers facilitated an interschool competition might between Brigidine College and Ambrose Treacey College. This
was a great success. This will be repeated in term 3 2019, and hopefully will be expanded this year.
Brothers have held a number of competitions during the past year which have been well attended by other clubs,
and we continue to lead the way in developing the sport in our region.

Australian representatives
The following primary members of the club were chosen for the Australian teams to play against New Zealand at the
Oceania Championships held at Penrith Whitewater Stadium in April.
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Michael Thompson
Anna Thompson
Abbey Steel
Jack Quinn, Jack Steel, Tim Maier
Harry Elder, Thomas King Koi, Lachlan Reid
Samuel King Koi
Don Steel

Open Men’s B
Open Women’s (selected but was unable to participate)
Open Women's B
Men’s U/21 A
Men’s U/18 A
Men’s MU/18 B
Over 30B, Over 45

Queensland U/16 A team (with NZ team) – 2019 National Champions – all team members from Brothers Canoe Club

Queensland U/21 team – 2019 National Champions – all team members from Brothers Canoe Club
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MAGNETIC ISLAND OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB
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PANDANUS PADDLE CLUB
Pandanus Paddle Club continues to grow and enters its 3rd year of operation with a good sense of optimism. We
celebrate our second Anniversary on the 30th November this year and accordingly, it is timely to reflect on our
progress and to think about how we are proceeding.
Our objectives are to:
a) to promote paddling as a healthy lifestyle sport for all members of the community, and
b) to develop outrigger paddling as a team sport encouraging positive interaction between members and
building a team spirit.

Our growing membership indicates that we are promoting a paddling lifestyle through encouraging likeminded
people to become involved. We have grown our capability in outrigger paddling and totally enjoyed our competitions
over the past 12 months, initially in November 2018 with the Pan Pacific Masters Games where 2 teams – a women’s
team and a mixed team gave a good account of themselves.
A small group then travelled to the Cook Islands where the Motu2Motu festival over 3 days was contested and
Pandanus were well represented. Pandanus members were in all the gold medal canoes – Mick Higham being in each
gold medal canoe – watch out when we return to Aitutaki in December this year.
Two crews travelled to Takapuna in February this year and competed in NZs largest outrigger regatta of the year.
Our crews did well, in difficult conditions, with a good distribution of awards across the 2 crews.
We acknowledge the ongoing support of our major business partner – Wilsons Boathouse, who generously provide
the compound in which we are located.
Our growing membership base caused us to expand our fleet and it is with great pride that Pandanus members
worked on a canoe “loaned” to us by Bayside Outrigger Canoe Club. Lovingly restored by a number of members
under the careful guidance of John B and Carmen and painted by Joe, Nuahju has become the pride of the Pandanus
fleet.
In a joint blessing ceremony, Nuahju, along with the Manly Dragons OC6 and the Robinson’s OC2, received its name
and official blessing conducted by Benton Wharinga of Bayside OCC.

Conducted on the green of WMYC,

approximately 50 guests, including AOCRA SQ Zone President Dave Mason, witnessed an inspiring ceremony. A hot
lap around the harbour followed by some refreshments all contributed to a wonderful afternoon full of cultural
recognition and genuine friendship between a number of clubs.
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We have negotiated with Manly Dragons the acquisition of their old boat trailer which we intend to modify to carry
outrigger canoes, both OC6 and small craft.
We have an agreement in place with Manly Dragon Boat Club to share the use of their RIB and their OC6, on
condition that we do not require use during their training periods. The RIB agreement places an obligation on PPC to
share the costs and paves the way for a joint grant application for a new RIB in the near future.
Pandanus is in a good place now with solid support and an emerging strategy for future training and competition.
Participation in the paddling sports is our priority and part of that participation will be at a competitive level.
There are many opportunities for us to consider and I look forward in anticipation of the emerging program. I
believe that Pandanus is developing the capability to send a couple of crews to the next Sydney Harbour Challenge –
February 2020.
I look forward to the next 12 months with enthusiasm and encourage the members of Pandanus to continue to grow
as paddlers and promote a strong and caring Pandanus family.
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SANDGATE CANOE CLUB
The Sandgate Paddling Club turns 25 this year and at present has 188
members, a rise from 157 previously, a 20% increase! Our 2019 goals
were:
- new shed - new logo - more training for all - updated website
I am happy to say that we have met all of our goals! It was great to be
recognised as ‘Club of the Year’ at the annual awards last September.
We continue to invest in our people by upskilling with various
workshops and training courses whilst maintaining a healthy financial
position. The new bigger shed is operational allowing members to
store boats on site.
There have been many annual highlights including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The John Newton Team Boat Challenge, Marathons, Thorneside and Macleay Classic races
Our club name change became official.
Bribie Passage sea kayaking
The Pacific Coast Paddle Series (SPC was second in club points)
The Christmas party at the Sandgate Bowls
King Billy Time Trial Series
Wetlands Wander 2019, our 24th and a whopping 130 boats entered.
Camps at Elanda Pt, Imbil, Upper Noosa River and Peel Island
The VMR Open Day
The Interclub "Olympics" and SARP days.
North Pine River trip with home-made tea;
Annual Xmas paddle
Junior racing success
Senior racing success

Volunteers have carried out the following:
-

Training courses and website management
Keeping the accounts in good order
The role of boat booking officer.
Carrying out maintenance on our hire fleet.
Preparing paddle plans.
Welcoming new ‘Creekies’.
Organising paddling training courses
Organising of camping events.
Wetlands Wander volunteers
Instructing Basic Skills.

We aim to keep all members happy and to attract new ones with a focus on diversity and inclusion as well as calling out
discrimination. This club has a great history and a promising future!
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SPRINGFIELD CENTENARY CANOE CLUB
Springfield Centenary Canoe Club has had a busy year. Along with regular fortnightly canoe polo the Club took on
two new projects. We have proceeded with the development of the boat storage shed at Riverhills. This involved the
soil testing, engineering and development application. This puts us in the position to apply for grants to build the
shed and take advantage of the new State sports strategy infrastructure funding. When completed the Curtis
McGrath boats shed will allow both SCCC and Lakers Dragon Boat Club to store Club equipment in a secure central
location. Brisbane City Council has started design work on a public pontoon adjacent to the site. These costs were
funded 50% by a Federal grant and other costs shared by the two Clubs.
The other major activity was hosting a a round of the Pacific Coast Paddle Series. The Riverhills Race was held
utilising the facilities of the Centenary Rowing Club, our original club we started 20 years ago. Held in perfect
conditions in June with 120 paddlers on the water it was a huge success with much positive feedback. The money
raised went to our shed development costs.
We have also been busy with Canoe Polo. We have held regular fortnightly polo at our hanging goals at Spring Lake.
We have held beginner days and development camps and a polo day with Sandgate Canoe Club. We hosted rounds
of the summer and winter comps and hosted the State Canoe Polo Championships at our Regatta Lake Paddle Hub.
We also had members attend the National and the Oceana Canoe Polo Championships in Sydney which resulted in
Qld winning the State Trophy. With all things, these achievements were team efforts and I would like to acknowledge
the volunteers both in our club and our partner Clubs for making the years activities a success. Guy Stephens our
Club Treasurer deserves special mention for his efforts with running events and Club administration.
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SUNSHINE COAST PADDLESPORTS CLUB

Sunshine Coast Paddlesports Club is based on Eudlo Creek in Maroochydore.
Members have the choice to paddle on Eudlo Creek, Petrie Creek or the
Maroochy River with many kilometres of smooth, calm water to enjoy. The
clubs focus is on both social and competition in sprint and marathon
disciplines. Our sprint and marathon paddlers competed successfully in South
East Queensland events, the pacific Coast Series and State, National and
International Championships.

THE MAROOCHY RIVER MARATHON
One of the club’s races is the “The Maroochy River Marathon” which
was held on Sunday 12th August 2018 and was another big success. We
had 216 competitors raising $9000. This was equally shared with the
Hear and Say Centre Nambour, Marcoola Surf Life Saving Club who
helped run the event and of course our club. Thanks to everyone who
helped make the event a big success and a special big thank you to
Doug who was the chief organiser who spent many hours organising
the event. Well done Doug.

THE PACIFIC COAST PADDLE SERIES
This series is very popular amongst the more competitive members in
our club. Our club hosted the second race of the series. This was held in
Petrie Creek and was appropriately named “The Petrie Pursuit”. It was
held at the Rivershore Caravan Park which is one of our major sponsors.
The event attracted a very competitive field of 101 athletes.

NEW ZEALAND WOMENS NATIONAL TEAM VISIT US FOR A TRAINING CAMP
Our club hosted the New Zealand women’s national team for ten days in May. Amongst this group of
athletes were World and Olympic Champions that our members
were quite honoured that they had chosen our club to train
from.
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FUND RAISER FOR THE MURRAY RIVER MARATHON
The Sunshine Coast Paddlesports Club have a team of paddlers
competing in the Murray River Marathon in November. They
have been training hard and raising money for their chosen
charity “Street Swags” since the beginning of the year. For those
people who do not know, Streets Swags raise money to buy
swags for the homeless. There is said to be over 100,000 people
in Australia who are homeless. To date they have raised $4500.
Congratulations and good luck from members of the Sunshine
Coast Paddlesports Club.
Pictured from left to right are:- Leanne Kreis, Tim Kreis, Bernie Thompson, Colleen Hill, Lew Hill, Greg
Cairns(Cairnso), Linda McMillan, Janet Heron and Chris.

THE MASSIVE MURRAY RIVER PADDLE
The month of November has been huge for a team of Sunshine Coast paddlers who competed in the
Massive Murray River Paddle. The team, named “Wooden Eye”, is for the group of people from NSW, VIC &
QLD to raise money for the charity called “Street Swags”. With a little bit of hard work, the group raised
$15000 which is for such a good cause and that is helping the unfortunate people who are homeless.
This year we took two teams down to the event. One team of new paddlers which only started early this
year with the club, Col Hill , Janet Heron & Bernie Thompson and a girl from NSW Jenny Wagstaff. These
paddlers completed the 404 kilometres without too many hassles in conditions that would have left a lot of
experienced paddlers wondering why we do it, but it didn’t put them off.
The second team of Greg Cairns (Kanso ) & Tim Kreis had a two man, two kayak team which had to change
at every check point (20 changes) came home 1St place in the relay which was for the Bill Dunn Trophy.
Day one and two saw conditions that were great, Day three and four we had
12 degree temperatures, 60knot winds, rain & some hail just for fun and to
make the challenge even more interesting. Day five was just windy.
The relay had 171 teams in the event this year with almost 600 paddlers
competing. The big race is getting stronger and seems to be getting popular
again.
Pictured from left to right are Tim Kries, Leanne Kries (support crew) and
Greg Cairns.
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COME AND TRY SESSIONS and THREE MONTH
TRAINING PROGRAMS
Our club coach, Jason Keating, has been very active implementing
the “Come and Try” sessions for the general public and also a
“Three Month Stroke Correction/Training Program” for our
members to improve their paddling.

P a g e | 29

TOWNSVILLE KAYAK CLUB
The past year has been very successful with the Club calendar working well and we have more new members. Sadly,
due to the floods Sue Hill had to move to greener pastures, she will be missed for her keenness to always try her best
and her humour.
The calendar has helped new people find and join us on our Sunday trips. Our longer Club paddles have been
challenging but they were fun.
Nicole has replaced Gerry as Club Secretary. Thanks Gerry for all your good work and help in running events like the
Murray Park stadium meet and greet.
Congratulations to Pete Whiting and Ann Hodge (his safety person) on their successful trip to the Gregory River
Marathon. Pete won third prize in his age group.

In the coming year we have several projects.
Bill Hewett’s fundraising, he will explain this,
Magnetic Island Swim,
3 weirs race (we run this with assistance of the Dragonboaters),
And Matt Finnerty will run some training courses.
We are creating a great culture where everyone helps everyone else and our main focus is improving our skills while
having fun.
My thanks to every member for your input and assistance.
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WYNNUM REDLANDS CANOE CLUB
Our Club House and Storage Shed is situated at the mouth of Tingalpa Creek at Thorneside. We are fortunate to have
access to the sheltered water of both Tingalpa and Lota Creeks and the option of paddling on the bay.
Membership: 100 members ranging in age from 5 to mid 80’s. We expect Junior numbers to increase with the
commencement of a new Junior Program.
Disciplines: Sprint, Marathon, Recreational, Sea Kayaking
Club Activities:
Recreation: Our regular paddling sessions on Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday mornings are well attended with
many paddlers staying for a cuppa afterwards. This year a regular night paddle plus an afternoon circuit paddle have
been added to the program. Other activities included Easter and Christmas camps, a bird watching paddle, and St
Helena Paddle. A new junior program has recently commenced.
Competition: Early morning training sessions for Senior Competitive paddlers and Juniors. Competitions entered
include the Pacific Coast Marathon Series, State Sprint & Marathon, plus National Events in Penrith and Perth.
Races: Tingalpa Trot Feb 2019 – Thorneside to Capalaba - 80 paddlers attended.
Thorneside Classis Aug 2019 – part of successful Pacific Coast Paddle Series.
Community Events: Clean Up Australia day in March, where club members collected 3 mini skip bins of rubbish from
the creek and its banks.
School groups: Primary school paddle and bide ride plus we are putting together a program for a local high school
sport program. We received accreditation for International School Students to paddle with our club.
Paddle Queensland used our facilities to run their Training events.
Our club enjoys the support of the Redland City Council and its Councillors plus the State Government. The club
received a Grant to assist with Instructor training and equipment plus a grant for a defibrillator from Redlands
Foundation.
The success of our club is due to the hard-working volunteers that Manage the club including those on the
Committee, the Instructors running training and Intro days, Leaders to organise and run paddling events, Coach and
assistants, Race organisers, our maintenance team, our shed supervisors, our grant writers and the event and social
organisers.
Plans are in place for the coming year to enable the sclub to increase its membership especially in the Junior and
Family Categories. Increasing the number of Instructor/guides/coaches is also on the agenda.
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OUR PARTNERS IN SPORT

State Partners

National Partners
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